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SUROPEAM  FRUIT  LEGANIUU 


The  European  Fruit,  Lecanium   (Lecanium  corni  Bcucbe)   was  intrcduced  from 
Europe  and  has.  become  a  widesqread  pest  throughout  the  U.S.,  infesting  a  long 
list  of  plants,  and  is  cccasionally  present  in  injurious  numbers  on  apricot, 
prune,  peach  and  grape. 

The  scale  is  turtle-shaped,  l/8  to  3/8  cf  an  inch  in  diameter,  l/lS  to 
3/16  of  an  inch  high  and  light  to  dark  brown  in  color.    There  is  but  one 
brood  or  generation  a  year  and  they  overwinter  as  young  on  the  small  twigs 
and  branches.     When  very  abundant  they  'weaken  the  vitality  of  the  host,  and 
the  sticky  ezcreted  fluid  knov/n  as   "honey-dew"  on  which  lives  a  sooty  fungus, 
covers  the  fruit  and  foliage  -ffith  a  black  sticky  coating.     This  reduces  the 
market  value  cf  the  fruit  to  a  large  degree.  " 

Several  parasites  feed  upon  this  pest  but  none  of  them  keep  the  scale  in 
check. 

CONTROL.-  A  T.horough  sprajing  during  the  dormant  season  before  the  buds 
swell  v?ith  a  miscible  oil  will  control  this  pest.     A  summer  application  of 
a  special  coating  spray  of  lime-sulphur  with  flour  added  will  also  kill  this 
scale  if  applied -just  before  the  young  leave  the  protection  of  the  female 
scale.     This  time  of  application  must  be  deterffiined  by  daily  observations  to 
see  when  the  young  begin  to  emerge .     This  emergence  takes  place  about  the 
last  week  of  June  or  first  or  second  week  of  July. 

Dormant  sprays  of  miscible  oils  should  be  made  only  on  bright  sunny  days 
when  the  temperature  is  above  40°Eahr.     Dilute  3.cccrdins  to  instructions 
supplied  by  the  manufacturers  of  the  oil.     All  t.h©  surface  of  the  infested 
plant  must  be  covered,  including  the  barky  trunk. 

Summer  Flour  Lime-Sulphur  Sprajr-  Fifteen  pounds  of  lime  and  20  pounds  of 
sulphur  are  combined  exactly  as  in  making  self-boiled  lirae  sulphur.     The  flour 
is  made  into  a  thin  batter  with  cold  water  and  cocked  to  a  paste.     It  is  xhen 
added  to  the  lime-sulphur  and  the  whole  diluted  to  make  50  gallons  when  it  is 
ready  to  use.     Use  care  to  free  batter  of  all  lumps.     Use  as  a  summer  spray 
on  Lecaniums  just  before  the  larvae  or  yoiing  migrate  from  the  females   to  the 
leaves.     This  will  kill  94  to  100  per  cent  of  the  larvae  if  the  application 
is  timely.     This  spray  has  given  good  results  in  com.bating  heavy  infestations 
of  the  Terrapin  scale  on  peach  trees  and  is  used  as  an  emergency  spray  to  pre- 
vent the  honey-dew,  excreted-  by  scale  insects  from  getting  on  the  fruit. 
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